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diplomat. Certainly there was no lack of critics who objected
that the German Ambassador had bound himself too closely
to Italy throxigh his marriage. And this was a special case,
Marco Minghetti, the late father-in-law of the Ambassador,
had held a unique position among the politicians of Italy, and
enjoyed the respect and admiration of all parties, And now
the Btilows found themselves in the same social milieu in
which he had lived at the Palmo Coffairelli, where hung a
portrait of Marco .Minghetti from the brush of Lenbach,
representing a personality bearing the stamp rather of the
cool-headed English statesman than of the fiery Italian,
Btilow was by no means unaffected by these national and
moral influences. In the days when under Keudell he had
been attached to the German Embassy in Rome, he had
come through personal intercourse under the spell of
Minghctti's culture, and this had been further strengthened
by his marriage with the stepdaughter. It was in this way,
too, that he had learned to understand, through its most
outstanding personalities, the Italian parliamentary group in
which Minghetti was a great speaker and debater. His own
Ambassadorship in Rome was to bring him into contact
with CrispL He enjoyed making himself acquainted with the
advantages and disadvantages of the parliamentary system,
and the gist of his observations was that it was not entirely
suited to Germany* although the suffrage in Germany was
wider than in Italy.
It was natural that France should exercise incomparably
greater influence upon the Italian mind than Germany. And
yet there were here and there corners of Italy into which the
German light penetrated, occasionally as a harsh glare. This
was the case in Naples, where down to the turn ofthe century
the philosophy of Hegel had gained a powerful hold on such
men as Vera and Spaventa, and Vera's disciple Maricino,
In a modified form tbc German spirit had manifested itself
in the house of Minghetti who, formerly a fellow-Minister
of Cavour, had in the sixties as Minister-President tutned to
the genius of Bismarck, and cultivated friendly relations with
German historians like Ranke and Gtegorovius. German
guests were welcomed at his country house in the vicinity
of Bologna, Crown Prince and Princess Fricdtich Wilhdrn,
General Lo<£, Malwida von Meysenbug, Lenbach and others*

